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although from the absence any exotic materials, it might be
pronounced earlier, with perhaps a few exceptions, than the
Mahomedan invasion. From the absence also of a contro-
versial or sectarial spirit, it is probably anterior to the
struggles that took place in 8th and gth centuries of our era
between the followers of Siva and Vishnu. As a mere com-
pilation however, its date is of little importance, except as
furnishing a testimony to that of the materials of which it is
composed, Many of these may pretend no doubt to con-
siderable antiquity, particularly the legendary accounts of
the Avataras, the section on regal policy and judicature and
genealogical chapters, how far the rest may be ancient is
perhaps questionable, for there can be little doubt that the
Purana, and comprehending such incongruous admixtures,
is not the entire work as it at first stood. It is not unlikely
that many chapters were arbitarily supplied about 8 or 9
centuries ago, and a few perhaps even later, to fill up the
chasms which time ^nd accident had made in the original
Agneya Purana/1
He again remarks in his introduction to the Vishnu
Purana :—
The cyclopaedical character of the Agni Purana, as it is
now described, excludes it from any legitimate claims to be
regarded as a Purana, and proves that its origin cannot be
very remote. It is subsequent to the Itihasas, to the chief
work on grammar, rhetoric, and medicine) and to the intro-
duction of the Tantrik worship of Devi. When this tatter
took place, is yet far from determined; but there is every
probability that it dates long after the beginning of our era*
The materials of the Agni Parana are, however, no doubt,
of some antiquity. The medicine of Susruta is considerably
older than the ninth century; and the grammar of Panini
probably precedes Christianity, The chapters on archery
and arms, and on regal administration, are also distinguished
by an entirely Hindu character, and must have be$& written

